
Document 1 

 

Colonies degenerate assuredly when the colonists imitate and embrace the habits, customs, and practices of the 

natives. There is no better way to remedy this evil than to do away with and destroy completely the habits and 

practices of the natives. 

 

Document 2 

 

To make a Christian out of a Barbarian is not the work of a day. . . . A great step is gained when one has learned to 

know those with whom he has to deal; has penetrated their thoughts; has adapted himself to their language, their 

customs, and their manner of living; and when necessary, has been a Barbarian with them, in order to win them over 

to Jesus Christ. 

 

Document 3 

 

I once traveled to an island of the wildest in our parts, where in the night an Indian (as he said) had a vision or dream 

of the sun (whom they worship for a god) darting a beam into his breast which he conceived to be the messenger of 

his death: this poor native called his friends and neighbors, and prepared some little refreshing for them, but himself 

was kept waking and fasting in great humiliations and invocations for ten days and nights; I was alone (having 

traveled from my bark, the wind being contrary) and little could I speak to them to their understandings especially 

because of the change of their dialect or manner of speech from our neighbors: yet so much (through the help of 

God) I did speak, of the true and living only wise God, of the creation: of man, and his fall from God, etc. that at 

parting many burst forth, “Oh when will you come again, to bring us some more news of this God?” . . .  

Nature knows no difference between Europe and Americans in blood, birth, bodies, etc. God having of one blood 

made all mankind, Acts 17, and all by nature being children of wrath, Ephes, 2.  

More particularly:  

Boast not proud English, of thy birth and blood  

Thy brother Indian is by birth as good.  

Of one blood God made him, and thee, and all.  

As wise, as fair, as strong, as personal.  

By nature, wraith’s his portion, thine, no more  

Till grace his soul and thine in Christ restore.  

Make sure thy second birth, else thou shalt see  

Heaven ope to Indians wild, but shut to thee. 

 

Document 4 

 

The Women are obliged to prepare the Land, to mow, to plant, and do every Thing; the Men do nothing except 

hunting, fishing, and going to War against their Enemies: they treat their Enemies with great Cruelty in Time of 

War, for they first bite off the Nails of the Fingers of their Captives, and cut off some joints, and sometimes the 

whole of the Fingers; after that the Captives are obliged to sing and dance before them . . ., and finally they roast 

them before a slow Fire for some Days, and eat them. . . . Though they are very cruel to their Enemies, they are very 

friendly to us: we are under no Apprehensions from them. . . . They are entire Strangers to all Religion, but they 

have a Tharonhijouaagon, (which others also call Athzoockkuatoriaho) i.e. a Genius which they put in the Place of 

God, but they do not worship or present Offerings to him: they worship and present Offerings to the Devil whom 

they call Otskon or Airekuoni. . . . They have otherwise no Religion: when we pray they laugh at us; some of them 

despise it entirely, and some when we tell them what we do when we pray, stand astonished. When we have a 

Sermon, sometimes ten or twelve of them, more or less, will attend, each having a long Tobacco Pipe, made by 

himself, in his Month, and will stand a while and look, and afterwards ask me what I was doing and what I wanted, 

that I stood there alone and made so many Words, and none of the rest might speak? I tell them I admonished the 

Christians, that they must not steal, . . . get drunk, or commit Murder, and that they too ought not to do these Things, 

and that I intend after a while to preach to them. . . . They say I do well in teaching the Christians, but immediately 

add Diatennon jawij Assyreoni hagiouisk, that is, why do so many Christians do these Things. They call us 

Assyreoni, that is, ClothMakers, or Charistooni, that is, Iron-Workers, because our People first brought Cloth and 

Iron among them. 


