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Backstory: in 2009 both AP Euro and AP World had DBQs on the "Scramble for Africa."  The AP Euro DBQ dealt with 

causes of European imperialism in Africa, and the AP World DBQ dealt with African reactions to European imperialism.  

This activity takes both of those DBQs and uses them to have students practice DBQ skills while investigating issues of 

point of view in how historians construct arguments.   

  

I want to give a big thank you to Aaron Marsh, AP Consultant and AP World teacher at Vashon High School, for helping 

me coming up with this idea.  Thanks as well to the great guys at the On Top of World History podcast, Dave Eaton and 

Matt Drwenski.  I used their modified 2009 AP World DBQ.  I modified the AP Euro DBQ to include an image and cut 

down the documents from 12(!!) to 7.  If you want additional documents for this activity, there are several others from the 

original AP World and AP Euro DBQs on AP Central. 

  

Activity directions: 

  

1. Preparation assignment 

Read and annotate the DBQ documents that you are assigned -- either the European causes or African responses 

DBQ 

2. In class activity (we have 45 minute classes) 

a. Students should divide up into two groups, one for each DBQ.  Each group takes 10 minutes to review the 

documents and discuss sourcing, evidence, corroboration, contradiction, etc.  Each student should leave this 

meeting with an idea of a thesis that would work for the prompt. 

b. Students leave their DBQ group and pair up with one student from the other DBQ group.  Each person 

explains their thesis argument to their partner, including an explanation of which documents would support 

the thesis.  The partner listens to the argument and responds with one or two suggestions for corroboration, 

contradiction or qualification from one of their own documents.  This conversation should last about 5 

minutes.  After 5 minutes, partners should switch roles and complete the same process discussing the other 

DBQ. 

c. After pairs sharing the class should reconvene as a large group.  Students should discuss the following 

questions as a large group: 

i. What did you see as the strengths and weaknesses or your documents?  Are there any sources you saw 

has having limitations once you heard arguments from the other DBQ group? 

ii. To what extent did these documents confirm or challenge your understanding of European imperialism 

in Africa? 

iii. Pretend we only read the European causes DBQ documents and not the African reactions one.  How 

would that have influenced our perspective or point of view about the Scramble for Africa?  To what 

extent does including the African reactions DBQ change this perspective? 

iv. What are the points of view of the historians that wrote these DBQs?  Why did they choose some 

documents and not others?   

3. Assignment 

Each student should write the DBQ that they DIDN'T read and discuss in the preview assignment.  They should 

attempt to use information from the DBQ they already read for Contextualization, sourcing the documents 

(especially historical context for the documents), and synthesis.  In particular, the synthesis paragraph should focus 

on how a European or African historian might approach the same topic differently, and why that matters. 

  

  

 

  



 

 
 

 

1. Develop an argument that evaluates the reasons for European involvement in Africa from 1850-1914. 
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2009 Revised AP World DBQ 

 
  



1. Using the documents and your knowledge of world history, analyze at least two African responses to European 

imperialism during the last nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.  
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