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IN CONGRESS, JULY 4, 1776 

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America 

hen in the Course of human events it becomes necessary for one people to 

dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another and to 

assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which 

the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the 

opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel 

them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by 

their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 

Happiness. — That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their 

just powers from the consent of the governed, — That whenever any Form of Government becomes 

destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new 

Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to 

them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that 

Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and 

accordingly all experience hath shewn that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are 

sufferable than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when 

a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to 

reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such 

Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security. — Such has been the patient 

sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their 

former Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of 

repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute 

Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world. 

 

 

[1] He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good. 

[2] He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless 

suspended in their operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly 

neglected to attend to them. 

[3] He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those 

people would relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable to them and 
formidable to tyrants only. 

[4] He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the 

depository of their Public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his 
measures. 

[5] He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his invasions 
on the rights of the people. 

[6] He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected, whereby the 

Legislative Powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their exercise; the 

State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions 
within. 



[7] He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws 

for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations hither, and raising 

the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. 

[8] He has obstructed the Administration of Justice by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing 
Judiciary Powers. 

[9] He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and 
payment of their salaries. 

[10] He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harass our people 

and eat out their substance. 

[11] He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our legislatures. 

[12] He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil Power. 

[13] He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and 

unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation: 

[14] For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: 

[15] For protecting them, by a mock Trial from punishment for any Murders which they should commit 
on the Inhabitants of these States: 

[16] For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world: 

[17] For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent: 

[18] For depriving us in many cases, of the benefit of Trial by Jury: 

[19] For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences: 

[20] For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein an 

Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit 
instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into these Colonies 

[21] For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws and altering fundamentally the 

Forms of our Governments: 

[22] For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for 
us in all cases whatsoever. 

[23] He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against us. 

[24] He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our 
people. 

[25 He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of death, 

desolation, and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty & Perfidy scarcely paralleled in the 
most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation. 

[26] He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against their 
Country, to become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands. 

[27] He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants 

of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages whose known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished 
destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions. 



In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: Our 

repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince, whose character is thus marked 

by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. We have warned them from time to time 

of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them 

of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and 

magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these 

usurpations, which would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been 

deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which 

denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace 

Friends. 

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, Assembled, 

appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by 

Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these united Colonies 

are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States, that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to 

the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and 

ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, 

conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which 

Independent States may of right do. — And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the 

protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our 
sacred Honor. 

New Hampshire: 
Josiah Bartlett, William Whipple, Matthew Thornton 

Massachusetts: 
John Hancock, Samuel Adams, John Adams, Robert Treat Paine, Elbridge Gerry 

Rhode Island: 
Stephen Hopkins, William Ellery 

Connecticut: 
Roger Sherman, Samuel Huntington, William Williams, Oliver Wolcott 

New York: 
William Floyd, Philip Livingston, Francis Lewis, Lewis Morris 

New Jersey: 
Richard Stockton, John Witherspoon, Francis Hopkinson, John Hart, Abraham Clark 

Pennsylvania: 
Robert Morris, Benjamin Rush, Benjamin Franklin, John Morton, George Clymer, James Smith, George 

Taylor, James Wilson, George Ross 

Delaware: 
Caesar Rodney, George Read, Thomas McKean 

Maryland: 
Samuel Chase, William Paca, Thomas Stone, Charles Carroll of Carrollton 

Virginia: 
George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Harrison, Thomas Nelson, Jr., Francis 

Lightfoot Lee, Carter Braxton 

North Carolina: 
William Hooper, Joseph Hewes, John Penn 

South Carolina: 
Edward Rutledge, Thomas Heyward, Jr., Thomas Lynch, Jr., Arthur Middleton 

Georgia: 
Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, George Walton 
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Declaration of the Rights of Man – 1789 

Approved by the National Assembly of France, August 26, 1789 

The representatives of the French people, organized as a National Assembly, believing that the 

ignorance, neglect, or contempt of the rights of man are the sole cause of public calamities and of the 

corruption of governments, have determined to set forth in a solemn declaration the natural, unalienable, 

and sacred rights of man, in order that this declaration, being constantly before all the members of the 

Social body, shall remind them continually of their rights and duties; in order that the acts of the 

legislative power, as well as those of the executive power, may be compared at any moment with the 

objects and purposes of all political institutions and may thus be more respected, and, lastly, in order that 

the grievances of the citizens, based hereafter upon simple and incontestable principles, shall tend to the 

maintenance of the constitution and redound to the happiness of all. Therefore the National Assembly 

recognizes and proclaims, in the presence and under the auspices of the Supreme Being, the following 

rights of man and of the citizen: 

Articles: 

1. Men are born and remain free and equal in rights. Social distinctions may be founded only upon 

the general good. 

2. The aim of all political association is the preservation of the natural and imprescriptible rights of 

man. These rights are liberty, property, security, and resistance to oppression. 

3. The principle of all sovereignty resides essentially in the nation. No body nor individual may 

exercise any authority which does not proceed directly from the nation. 

4. Liberty consists in the freedom to do everything which injures no one else; hence the exercise of 

the natural rights of each man has no limits except those which assure to the other members of the society 

the enjoyment of the same rights. These limits can only be determined by law. 

5. Law can only prohibit such actions as are hurtful to society. Nothing may be prevented which is 

not forbidden by law, and no one may be forced to do anything not provided for by law. 

6. Law is the expression of the general will. Every citizen has a right to participate personally, or 

through his representative, in its foundation. It must be the same for all, whether it protects or punishes. 

All citizens, being equal in the eyes of the law, are equally eligible to all dignities and to all public 

positions and occupations, according to their abilities, and without distinction except that of their virtues 

and talents. 

7. No person shall be accused, arrested, or imprisoned except in the cases and according to the forms 

prescribed by law. Any one soliciting, transmitting, executing, or causing to be executed, any arbitrary 

order, shall be punished. But any citizen summoned or arrested in virtue of the law shall submit without 

delay, as resistance constitutes an offense. 

8. The law shall provide for such punishments only as are strictly and obviously necessary, and no 

one shall suffer punishment except it be legally inflicted in virtue of a law passed and promulgated before 

the commission of the offense. 



9. As all persons are held innocent until they shall have been declared guilty, if arrest shall be deemed 

indispensable, all harshness not essential to the securing of the prisoner's person shall be severely 

repressed by law. 

10. No one shall be disquieted on account of his opinions, including his religious views, provided 

their manifestation does not disturb the public order established by law. 

11. The free communication of ideas and opinions is one of the most precious of the rights of man. 

Every citizen may, accordingly, speak, write, and print with freedom, but shall be responsible for such 

abuses of this freedom as shall be defined by law. 

12. The security of the rights of man and of the citizen requires public military forces. These forces 

are, therefore, established for the good of all and not for the personal advantage of those to whom they 

shall be intrusted. 

13. A common contribution is essential for the maintenance of the public forces and for the cost of 

administration. This should be equitably distributed among all the citizens in proportion to their means. 

14. All the citizens have a right to decide, either personally or by their representatives, as to the 

necessity of the public contribution; to grant this freely; to know to what uses it is put; and to fix the 

proportion, the mode of assessment and of collection and the duration of the taxes. 

15. Society has the right to require of every public agent an account of his administration. 

16. A society in which the observance of the law is not assured, nor the separation of powers defined, 

has no constitution at all. 

17. Since property is an inviolable and sacred right, no one shall be deprived thereof except where 

public necessity, legally determined, shall clearly demand it, and then only on condition that the owner 

shall have been previously and equitably indemnified. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Simon Bolivar's Jamaica Letter 

Contextualization: This document was written to an English gentleman, most likely the Governor of 

Jamaica at the time. It is in response to a request that Simon Bolivar expound his views on the 

independence movement in Venezuela and the form of government under which the country should 

operate. It is interesting, largely because Bolivar would soon be attempting to implement these ideas in 

actuality. Text in [ ] has been added to clarify information. Taken from: 

http://excerpts.indepthinfo.com/simon-bolivars-jamaica-letter 

Kingston, Jamaica, September 6, 1815  

 

My dear Sir:  

 

With what a feeling of gratitude I read that passage in your letter in which you say to me: "I hope that the 

success which then followed Spanish arms may now turn in favor of their adversaries, the badly 

oppressed people of South America." I take this hope as a prediction, if it is justice that determines man's 

contests. Success will crown our efforts, because the destiny of America has been irrevocably decided; 

the tie that bound her to Spain has been severed. Only a concept maintained that tie and kept the parts of 

that immense monarchy together. That which formerly bound them now divides them. The hatred that the 

Peninsula [the Iberian Peninsula upon which Spain is situated] has inspired in us is greater than the ocean 

between us. It would be easier to have the two continents [Europe and South America] meet than to 

reconcile the spirits of the two countries. The habit of obedience; a community of interest, of 

understanding, of religion; mutual goodwill; a tender regard for the birthplace and good name of our 

forefathers; in short, all that gave rise to our hopes, came to us from Spain [indicating that it was the 

Spanish heritage of the Venezuelans that not only tied them to Spain in previous years, but now guides 

them in their desire and right to be independent]. As a result there was born principle of affinity that 

seemed eternal, notwithstanding the misbehavior of our rulers which weakened that sympathy, or, rather, 

that bond enforced by the domination of their rule. At present the contrary attitude persists: we are 

threatened with the fear of death, dishonor, and every harm; there is nothing we have not suffered at the 

hands of that unnatural stepmother-Spain. The veil has been torn asunder. We have already seen the light, 

and it is not our desire to be thrust back into darkness...  

 

The role of the inhabitants of the American hemisphere has for centuries been purely passive. Politically 

they were nonexistent. We are still in a position lower than slavery, and therefore it is more difficult for 

us to rise to the enjoyment of freedom...States are slaves because of either the nature or the misuse of their 

constitutions; a people is therefore enslaved when the government, by its nature or its vices, infringes on 

and usurps the rights of the citizen or subject. [This is reminiscent of the principle expounded by Locke 

that governments have a kind of contract with the people that insists on good government and respecting 

the rights of the people.] Applying these principles, we find that America was denied not only its freedom 

but even an active and effective tyranny. Let me explain. Under absolutism there are no recognized limits 

to the exercise of governmental powers. The will of the great sultan, khan, bey, and other despotic rulers 

is the supreme law, carried out more or less arbitrarily by the lesser pashas, khans, and satraps of Turkey 

and Persia, who have an organized system of oppression in which inferiors participate according to the 

authority vested in them. To them is entrusted the administration of civil, military, political, religious, and 

tax matters. But, after all is said and done, the rulers of Isfahan are Persians; the viziers of the Grand Turk 

are Turks; and the sultans of Tartary are Tartars. [Bolivar states strongly and clearly that absolutism is a 

scourge that reduces the people of the nation to slavery.]  

 

How different is our situation! We have been harassed by a conduct which has not only deprived us of our 

rights but has kept us in a sort of permanent infancy with regard to public affairs. [Bolivar saw the then 

current situation in South America as even worse than the absolutism in Turkey, at least there the 

http://www.indepthinfo.com/historical-figures/simon-bolivar.htm


absolutism was administered on a local level. In South America it was administered from afar, in Spain - 

keeping the people of the Spanish colonies from developing.] If we could at least have managed our 

domestic affairs and our internal administration, we could have acquainted ourselves with the processes 

and mechanics of public affairs. We should also have enjoyed a personal consideration, thereby 

commanding a certain unconscious respect from the people, which is so necessary to preserve amidst 

revolutions. That is why I say we have even been deprived of an active tyranny, since we have not been 

permitted to exercise its functions.  

 

Americans today, and perhaps to a greater extent than ever before, who live within the Spanish system 

occupy a position in society no better than that of serfs destined for labor, or at best they have no more 

status than that of mere consumers. Yet even this status is surrounded with galling restrictions, such as 

being forbidden to grow European crops, or to store products which are royal monopolies, or to establish 

factories of a type the Peninsula itself does not possess. [All these economic rules were harmful to the 

population, because restricting the economies within the colonies only created poverty and virtual 

slavery.] To this add the exclusive trading privileges, even in articles of prime necessity, and the barriers 

between American provinces, designed to prevent all exchange of trade, traffic, and understanding. In 

short, do you wish to know what our future held?--simply the cultivation of the fields of indigo, grain, 

coffee, sugar cane, cacao, and cotton; cattle raising on the broad plains; hunting wild game in the jungles; 

digging in the earth to mine its gold--but even these limitations could never satisfy the greed of Spain. 

[Artificial boundaries and limitations, meant to supply the needs of the Spanish state was not just selfish, 

but destructive.]  

 

So negative was our existence that I can find nothing comparable in any other civilized society, examine 

as I may the entire history of time and the politics of all nations. Is it not an outrage and a violation of 

human rights to expect a land so splendidly endowed, so vast, rich, and populous, to remain merely 

passive?  

 

As I have just explained, we were cut off and, as it were, removed from the world in relation to the 

science of government and administration of the state. We were never viceroys or governors, save in the 

rarest of instances; seldom archbishops and bishops; diplomats never; as military men, only subordinates; 

as nobles, without royal privileges. In brief, we were neither magistrates nor financiers and seldom 

merchants--all in flagrant contradiction to our institutions.  

 

It is harder, Montesquieu [French political philosopher who wrote the "Spirit of the Laws", a fundamental 

study of good government] has written, to release a nation from servitude than to enslave a free nation. 

This truth is proven by the annals of all times, which reveal that most free nations have been put under the 

yoke, but very few enslaved nations have recovered their liberty. Despite the convictions of history, South 

Americans have made efforts to obtain liberal, even perfect, institutions, doubtless out of that instinct to 

aspire to the greatest possible happiness, which, common to all men, is bound to follow in civil societies 

founded on the principles of justice, liberty, and equality. But are we capable of maintaining in proper 

balance the difficult charge of a republic? Is it conceivable that a newly emancipated people can soar to 

the heights of liberty, and, unlike Icarus, neither have its wings melt nor fall into an abyss? Such a marvel 

is inconceivable and without precedent. There is no reasonable probability to bolster our hopes.  

 

More than anyone, I desire to see America fashioned into the greatest nation in the world, greatest not so 

much by virtue of her area and wealth as by her freedom and glory. [Bolivar sees freedom as more 

important that even natural resources.] Although I seek perfection for the government of my country, I 

cannot persuade myself that the New World can, at the moment, be organized as a great republic. Since it 

is impossible, I dare not desire it; yet much less do I desire to have all America a monarchy because this 

plan is not only impracticable but also impossible. Wrongs now existing could not be righted, and our 

emancipation would be fruitless. The American states need the care of paternal governments to heal the 



sores and wounds of despotism and war. . .  

 

From the foregoing, we can draw these conclusions: The American provinces are fighting for their 

freedom, and they will ultimately succeed. Some provinces as a matter of course will form federal and 

some central republics; the larger areas will inevitably establish monarchies, some of which will fare so 

badly that they will disintegrate in either present or future revolutions. To consolidate a great monarchy 

will be no easy task, but it will be utterly impossible to consolidate a great republic.  

 

When success is not assured, when the state is weak, and when results are distantly seen, all men hesitate; 

opinion is divided, passions rage, and the enemy fans these passions in order to win an easy victory 

because of them. As soon as we are strong and under the guidance of a liberal nation which will lend us 

her protection, we will achieve accord in cultivating the virtues and talents that lead to glory. Then will 

we march majestically toward that great prosperity for which South America is destined. [This document 

was written to the English governor of Jamaica. Is Bolivar hinting that he would accept the help of 

England and even its temporary "protection"? or is the "liberal nation" he refers to a government of the 

people themselves?]  

 

I am, Sir, etc., etc.  

 

SIMON BOLIVAR 

It must be remembered that at this stage of his career that Bolivar was in some despair over his exile. He 

had made several attempts to liberated Venezuela and Columbia, and had been thwarted each time, not 

only by Spain, but by elements within the colonies themselves. He longs for free republican government 

and a free economy, but sees this as impractical in the short term, at least until the people are taught to 

use and to honor the vital institutions that govern society. 

 

 

 

 

 


