SOURCE 1: WILSON'S SPEECH TO CONGRESS IN 1917

Property can be paid for; the lives of peaceful and innocent people cannot be. The present German
submarine warfare against commerce is a warfare against mankind.

The German policy has swept every restriction aside. Ships of every kind, whatever their flag, their
character, their cargo, their destination, their errand, have been ruthlessly sent to the bottom of the ocean
without warning. American ships have been sunk, American lives taken.

| advise that the Congress declare the recent actions of the Imperial German Government to be, in fact,
nothing less than war against the Government and people of the United States.

Neutrality is no longer feasible or desirable where the peace of the world is involved.

The world must be made safe for democracy. We have no selfish ends to serve. We desire no conquest, no
dominion. We seek not material compensation for the sacrifices we shall freely make. We are but one of
the champions of the rights of mankind. It is a fearful, but right thing to lead this great peaceful people to

war.

We shall fight for the things which we have always carried nearest our hearts — for democracy, for the
right of [people] to have a voice in their own government, for the rights and liberties of small nations.

Source: President Woodrow Wilson, in a speech before Congress, April 2, 1917.



