
Visual Analysis: Kingdom of 
Kongo



Central Question:

• Evaluate the extent to which the arrival of the Portuguese affected 
the kingdom of Kongo.



Visual 1: Map of Kongo

• 1. Why might Kongo have been 
attractive to Europeans?



Visual 2: King of Kongo receiving envoys

• 1. What impression do you get 
of the King of Kongo?

• 2. What conclusions can you 
draw about the kingdom itself?



Visual 3: Portugal and the Kongo

• 1. Why did King Manuel want to 
build a relationship with the 
Kongo?

• 2. How did he attempt to do 
this?

Copper manilla



Visual 4: Joao I and Religion

• 1. What is happening in this 
visual?

• 2. Why do you think it is 
happening?



Visual 5: Afonso and Religion

• 1. Why did Afonso convert to 
Christianity?



Visual 6: Trade

• 1. Did the Portuguese force the 
Kongo to trade in captives?



Visual 7: Politics of the Kongo

• 1. How did the king of Kongo
benefit from the Portuguese?

• 2. What was the harm in this?



Visual 8: Impact of Portuguese

• 1. What advantages did the 
arrival of the Portguese bring to 
the Kongo?

• 2. What disadvantages?



Visual 9: Depiction of European by Kongo craftsman

• 1. What does he have in his 
hand?

• 2.  Why might the craftsman 
have this POV of Europeans?


