Issue: Women'’s Suffrage

Reform Leaders & Organizations: Carrie Chapman Catt, Alice Paul, National Women'’s Party,
National American Woman Suffrage Association, Woman's Anti-Suffrage Association, National
Association Opposed to Woman Suffrage

Source: Carrie Chapman Catt, Woman Suffrage by Federal Constitutional Amendment

“Among the enfranchised there are vast groups of totally illiterates, and others of gross ignorance, groups of men
of all nations of Europe, uneducated Indians and Negroes. Among the unenfranchised are the owners of millions
of dollars worth of property, college presidents and college graduates, thousands of teachers in universities,
colleges and public schools, physicians, lawyers, dentists, journalists, heads of businesses, representatives of
every trade and occupation and thousands of the nation's homekeepers. The former group secured its vote
without the asking; the latter appeals in vain to Congress for the removal of the stigma this inexplicable contrast
puts upon their sex. It is hoped this little book may gain attention where other means have failed.”

Source: Senator Robert Owen, speech before Congress, 1910

Over seven million women are so employed and the remainder of the sex are emploved largely in domestic
services. A full half of the work of the world is done by women. A careful study of the matter has demonstrated
the vital fact that these working women receive a smaller wage for equal work than men do and that the smaller
wage and harder conditions imposed on the woman worker are due to the lack of the ballot. . . .

The great doctrine of the American Republic that “all governments derive their just powers from the consent
of the governed.” justifies the plea of one-half of the people. the women. to exercise the suffrage. The doctrine of
the American Revolutionary War that taxation without representation 1s unendurable [intolerable]. justifies
women in exercising the suffrage. One great advantage. however. of the suffrage is in raising women to a position
of greater honor and dignity so that the children of the land shall show and feel greater reverence and honor for
their mothers. and that the mothers may teach the elementary principles of good government while theyv are
teaching them good manners, morality and religion. . . .




Source: Article from an anti-suffrage newspaper, The
Woman’s Protest Against Woman’s Suffrage, published in
New York by the National Association Opposed to Woman
Suffrage, in October 1912.

“The Suffragists* teach women to revolt against the daily
task of tending child and house, and we sadly see the
results in the nation’s poor health and lowered physique. It
is the Suffragist theory that women’s sphere in life should
be the same as the man’s. Is it not clear how this hideous
feminism is sapping our vitality as a nation? As long as a
working woman keeps her home clean and well tended, she
enjoys the high regard of her neighbors. Yet, now the more
weak-minded have been influenced by the Suffragists’
snhobbish preaching. Such feminism is destroying our
national character and warping the natural impulses and
beliefs that make a woman’s life such a beautiful work of
art.”

*Suffragists were women who fought for the right to vote.

Source: Representative John A. Moon of Tennessee,
speech in House of Representatives, January 10,
1918, on the issue of women's suffrage

“In those Southern States where the colored population
outnumbers the white, to double the number of
ignorant voters by giving the colored woman the right
to vote would produce a condition that would be
absolutely intolerable. We owe something to the
wishes and the sentiments of the people of our sister
States struggling to maintain law and order and white
supremacy....\We are engaged now in a great foreign
war. It is not the proper time to change the whole
electoral system.”

A letter from ILLINOIS ASSQCIATION OPPOSED TO THE EXTENSION
. . OF SUFFRAGE TO WOMEN
an lllinois WOMAN'S PROTEST AGAINST WOMAN SUFFRAGE
b
Women S To Messzrs oF Tve lLinois LEGISLATURE, APRIL, 1909:
g We acknowladge o inferfority to men.  We clalm to have no less ability
aSSOCIatIOn te perform the dutles which God has imposad upon us than they have to per-
form thoss imposed upen them
tO the State Wa balieve that God has wissly and well adapted sach 3ax (o the proper par-
. formance of the duties of each,
|eg|S|ature Wa believe our trusiz to be as important and sacred as any that exist on
. earth,
arg U I ng We believe woman sufirage would relatively lessen the Influence of the in-
. taliig=nt and trus, and increase the influsnce of the ignorant and vicious.
agalnSt Wa feel that our present duties fill up the whols mazsurs of cur time and
; ability. and are such as none but oursslves can perdorm.  Our appreclation of
Women S thelr importance requires us to protest spainst all efforts to Infrings upon our
rights by iy upan us those cbligations which: cannot be separated from
Suffrage sufirage, but which, as wa think, cannot be performad by us without the sagrl-
’ fice of the highest i sts of our families and of soclety.
1 909 It is our fathers, brothers, husbands, and sons who represant us 2t the hal-
lot-bex. Our fathers and our brothers love us; cur husbands sre our choice
and one with us! our sons are what we make them. Wa ars content that

they represent ws in the cor , on the battle-field, and at the ballot-box,
and we them in the scheol room, at the fireside, and 2t the cradle, belisving
ur representation even at the ballat-box to be thus more full and ‘impartial
than it would be were the views of the faw who wish suffrage adopted, contrary
to the judgment of the many.

W da herefore respeztiully protest against any legislation lo establish
“woman suffrage™ In the State of Nlincis.

OFFcERS Exzcutive ComaiTTEE

Mrz. Caroume F. Corem,
President.

Mes. 5. M. Mickerson,
Ist Wice-Presidant

Mps. A, T. Garr.

Mes. R. J. DceLsey, Mes. W Evior FurnEss.

2nd Vice-Preziden

it
Mes. Francis Lacknss,

Muzs .S C. !f:.:su-':u.
Becretary Mizs Mary Poseroy GREEN:

Girls are doing all the
fellows’ jobs now !

Anti-Suffragette Cartoon, 1918




TWELVE REASONS

WHY WOMEN SHOULD VOTE

1. BECAUSE it is the foundation of all political liberty
that those who obey the Law should have a
voice in choosing those who make the Law,

2. BECAUSE most Laws affect women as much as men,
and some Laws affect women more than they

=7 do men.

3. BECAUSE the Laws which affect women are now passed

without consulting them,

4 BECAUSE I.a.ws affecting children should be regarded
m the woman's point of view as well as
the man’s.

5. BECAUSE questions affecting the home come up for con-
sideration in every session of the Legislature
and of Congress.

6. BECAUSE women have experience which should be help-
fully brought to bear on legislation.

7. BECAUSE to deprivs women of the vote is to lower their
position in common estimation.

8. BECAUSE the possession of the vote would increase the
sense of responsibility among women toward
questions of public importance,

9. BECAUSE pubiic-spirited mothers mean public-spirited

10. BECAUSE larg‘e numbers of intelligent, thoughtful,
hard-working women desire the franchise.

11. BECAUSE the objections raised against their having the
franchise are based on sentiment, mot on
Teason.

12. BECAUSE to sum up all reasons in one—IT IS FOR
THE COMMON GOOD OF ALL,

WOMEN SUFFRAGE PARTY
27 Lafayette Avenue N Brooklyn, N. ¥.
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Vote NO Housenotda Hi nts
on Woman Suffrage

BECAUSE 0% of the women either do not

want it, or do mol care.

BECAUSE it means competition of women with
men instead of co-oprration.

BECAUEE 80% of the women cligible to vote
are married and ecan only double or annul

their husbands’ votes. National Association OPPOSED
to Woman Suffrage

BECAUSE it can be of no henefit commensu- Headguarters

rate with the additional expense invalved. ’ 268 Madison Avenue

¥ MNew York, N. Y.

BECAUSE in some Btates more voting women Branch

tha i will he 726 Fourteenth Street, N. W.

et e

BECAUSE it Is unwise to risk the good Votes of Women can accomplish no more
iU we
alréady Bavs for the avil which may occur. than votes of Men. Why waste time,
energy and money, without result?



