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Document A: Excerpts on Economy from Hammurabi’s Code 

42. If any one take over a field to till it, and obtain no harvest therefrom, it must be proved that he did no work on 

the field, and he must deliver grain, just as his neighbor raised, to the owner of the field. 

43. If he do not till the field, but let it lie fallow, he shall give grain like his neighbor's to the owner of the field, 

and the field which he let lie fallow he must plow and sow and return to its owner. 

 44. If any one take over a waste-lying field to make it arable, but is lazy, and does not make it arable, he shall 

plow the fallow field in the fourth year, harrow it and till it, and give it back to its owner, and for each ten gan [a 

measure of area] ten gur of grain shall be paid. 

45. If a man rent his field for tillage for a fixed rental, and receive the rent of his field, but bad weather come and 

destroy the harvest, the injury falls upon the tiller of the soil. 

46. If he do not receive a fixed rental for his field, but lets it on half or third shares of the harvest, the grain on the 

field shall be divided proportionately between the tiller and the owner. 

47. If the tiller, because he did not succeed in the first year, has had the soil tilled by others, the owner may raise 

no objection; the field has been cultivated and he receives the harvest according to agreement. 

48. If any one owe a debt for a loan, and a storm prostrates the grain, or the harvest fail, or the grain does not 

grow for lack of water; in that year he need not give his creditor any grain, he washes his debt-tablet in water and 

pays no rent for this year. 

49. If any one take money from a merchant, and give the merchant a field tillable for corn or sesame and order 

him to plant corn or sesame in the field, and to harvest the crop; if the cultivator plant corn or sesame in the field, 

at the harvest the corn or sesame that is in the field shall belong to the owner of the field and he shall pay corn as 

rent, for the money he received from the merchant, and the livelihood of the cultivator shall he give to the 

merchant. 

50. If he give a cultivated corn-field or a cultivated sesame-field, the corn or sesame in the field shall belong to 

the owner of the field, and he shall return the money to the merchant as rent. 

51. If he have no money to repay, then he shall pay in corn or sesame in place of the money as rent for what he 

received from the merchant, according to the royal tariff. 

52. If the cultivator do not plant corn or sesame in the field, the debtor's contract is not weakened. 

53. If any one be too lazy to keep his dam in proper condition, and does not so keep it; if then the dam break and 

all the fields be flooded, then shall he in whose dam the break occurred be sold for money, and the money shall 

replace the corn which he has caused to be ruined. 

54. If he be not able to replace the corn, then he and his possessions shall be divided among the farmers whose 

corn he has flooded. 

55. If any one open his ditches to water his crop, but is careless, and the water flood the field of his neighbor, then 

he shall pay his neighbor corn for his loss. 

56. If a man let in the water, and the water overflow the plantation of his neighbor, he shall pay ten gur of corn for 

every ten gan of land. 
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57. If a shepherd, without the permission of the owner of the field, and without the knowledge of the owner of the 

sheep, lets the sheep into a field to graze, then the owner of the field shall harvest his crop, and the shepherd, who 

had pastured his flock there without permission of the owner of the field, shall pay to the owner twenty gur of 

corn for every ten gan. 

 58. If after the flocks have left the pasture and been shut up in the common fold at the city gate, any shepherd let 

them into a field and they graze there, this shepherd shall take possession of the field which he has allowed to be 

grazed on, and at the harvest he must pay sixty gur of corn for every ten gan. 

 59. If any man, without the knowledge of the owner of a garden, fell a tree in a garden he shall pay half a mina in 

money.  

Source: “Code of Hammurabi,” 1780 BCE. 

 

Document D: Excerpts on Society from Hammurabi’s Code  

 

117. If any one fail to meet a claim for debt, and sell himself, his wife, his son, and daughter for money or give 

them away to forced labor: they shall work for three years in the house of the man who bought them, or the 

proprietor, and in the fourth year they shall be set free. 

138. If a man wishes to separate from his wife who has borne him no children, he shall give her the amount of her 

purchase money and the dowry which she brought from her father's house, and let her go. 

196. If a man put out the eye of another man, his eye shall be put out. 

197. If he break another man's bone, his bone shall be broken. 

198. If he put out the eye of a freed man, or break the bone of a freed man, he shall pay one gold mina. 

199. If he put out the eye of a man's slave, or break the bone of a man's slave, he shall pay one-half of its value. 

200. If a man knock out the teeth of his equal, his teeth shall be knocked out. 

201. If he knock out the teeth of a freed man, he shall pay one-third of a gold mina. 

202. If any one strike the body of a man higher in rank than he, he shall receive sixty blows with an ox-whip in 

public. 

203. If a free-born man strike the body of another free-born man or equal rank, he shall pay one gold mina. 

 

Source: “Code of Hammurabi,” 1780 BCE. 

 

 


