
Background: By 1935, some Americans opposed Roosevelt and his New Deal. Many
conservatives felt he had increased the power of the federal government too much and was
hurting the economy by increasing taxes and providing what they saw as “charity.” Other
critics argued that Roosevelt was not doing enough to help. In 1936, however, Roosevelt
won reelection as President, indicating that most Americans wanted to see what else the
New Deal might offer. The 1936 election also changed typical voting patterns and realigned
political support to make it similar to what it is today‒75% of African-Americans voted for
Roosevelt and the Democrats.

Document 1: Clashes with the Court

● In 1935 the Supreme Court declared that the National Recovery Act was unconstitutional because it
gave too much power the the federal government in regulating business.

● In 1936 the Supreme Court also declared the Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA) unconstitutional
because FDR was taking powers that belonged to Congress.

● Finally in 1937, Roosevelt tried to pass a law that would allow him to add more judges to the Supreme
Court, which would help make sure his programs were not declared unconstitutional. His plan did not
pass and he was heavily criticized.

Comprehension Questions:
1. How did the Supreme Court limit FDR’s New Deal programs? Why do you think this caused conflict

between Roosevelt and the Supreme Court?

Document 2: Political Challenges in the Election of 1936
By the time FDR was up for reelection in 1936, the Depression had improved but was still severe. Several
candidates ran against FDR for president, offering their own solutions for how to end the Depression. Their
platforms are summarized below:

Huey Long: “Share our
Wealth”

Father Charles Coughlin:
National Union for Justice

Dr. Francis Townsend:
The Townsend Plan

Upton Sinclair: EPIC Plan
(End Poverty in
California)

● Increase taxes on
the rich

● Guarantee every
family an income
of at least $2,000
a year

● Social Security
would be available
to anyone over 60

● No single person
would be allowed
to earn over $1
million per year

● Free education and
training programs

● Government
ownership of all
banks

● Inflation to help
those in debt

● Establish a
minimum living
wage for all

● Blamed Jews and
Communists for
economic
problems

● Pay every person
over 60 $200 per
month

● The money had to
be spent within 30
days (this would
help the economy)

● A nationwide 2%
sales tax

● Government
ownership of farms
& factories to
employ more
workers

● Higher income
taxes on the
wealthy

● Social Security
benefits of $50 per
month to anyone
over 60 or
disabled

● $50 per month to
any widowed
mother

Comprehension Questions:
1. Looking at the platforms of these candidates, why did some people think FDR’s New Deal had not done

enough?
2. Why do you think these politicians appealed to some Americans? How did they present alternatives to the

New Deal?



Document 3: Eleanor Roosevelt’s New Deal
Many women were left out of the New Deal. The WPA employed thousands of women, but 82% of Americans
felt women should not work outside the home and many men felt women who worked were stealing jobs
from men. In response, Eleanor Roosevelt decided to take an active role in the New Deal. She wrote a
weekly newspaper column, fought for Civil Rights, and advised FDR on New Deal programs and policies. She
soon became a role model for aspiring female politicians and social activists.

Below: Eleanor Roosevelt visiting a camp she helped create that provided jobs for women.

Comprehension Questions:
1. Why do you think women were left out of New Deal programs? Why were many programs more

focused on helping men?
2. How did Eleanor Roosevelt become a role model for many women and try to draw attention to

women’s suffering during the Depression?



Document 4: Election of 1936
Despite facing opposition, FDR easily won the 1936 election after Huey Long was assassinated and the other
candidates failed to gain enough support. FDR won the election with 61% of the popular vote, the largest
percentage anyone had ever won. He won 46 of 48 states. He was mainly supported by farmers, city workers,
immigrants, African-Americans, and southerners, creating the modern Democratic Party that we still have today.

Comprehension Questions:
1. By 1936, FDR faced many critics who did not like or agree with his policies. Why do you think he won

reelection anyway?

Document 5: Herbert Hoover on the New Deal and Liberty (1936)
In a speech at the Republican National Convention of 1936, former President Hoover accused his successor of
endangering "fundamental American liberties. " Roosevelt, he charged, was either operating out of sheer
opportunism, with no coherent purpose of policy, or was conspiring to impose "European ideas" on the United
States.

We have seen these gigantic expenditures and this torrent of waste pile up a national debt which two generations
cannot repay. One time I told a Democratic Congress that "you cannot spend yourselves into prosperity.”...Billions
have been spent to prime the economic pump. It did employ a horde of paid officials upon the pump handle. We
have seen the frantic attempts to find new taxes on the rich. Yet three-quarters of the bill will be sent to the
average man and the poor. He and his wife and his grandchildren will be giving a quarter of all their working days
to pay taxes. Freedom to work for himself is changed into a slavery of work for the follies of government.

We have seen an explosive inflation of bank credits by this government borrowing. We have seen varied steps
toward currency inflation that have already enriched the speculator and deprived the poor. If this is to continue the
end result is the tears and anguish of universal bankruptcy and distress. No democracy in history has survived its
final stages.

1. What does Hoover say are the consequences of spending money on New Deal programs? Whom does it
harm?



Document 6: Assessing the New Deal
To get America out of the Depression, Roosevelt greatly expanded the power and role of the federal government. However,

not everyone agreed with this tactic.  Joseph Parrish illustrates President Roosevelt’s need for more power in this illustration

in the Chicago Tribune, 1937. FDR holds a large bowl that says “POWER” and says “more please” to a chef labeled “Congress.”

Comprehension Questions:
1. According to this cartoonist, what has FDR done in order to get New Deal programs passed?
2. If FDR was trying to end the Depression, why might some dislike FDR’s attempts to increase the role

of the federal government?



Document 7: Roosevelt Cancels the Constitution
This political cartoon, made after Roosevelt tried to pack the Supreme Court with more Supreme Court
justices, shows Roosevelt writing “cancelled” across the US Constitution.

Comprehension Questions:
1. This cartoon was made after Roosevelt tried to pack the Supreme Court with more judges (document

1). According to the cartoonist, why was Roosevelt wrong in trying to change the Court?
2. How does this cartoon reflect other criticisms about Roosevelt and his New Deal programs? Why did

some think the New Deal was “illegal” or beyond the government’s powers?


